BOPP technical seminar, he out-
lined how consumer habits and
preferences were changing and
how growers should respond.

Briercliffe said: “Years like this,
where we have had a very good sea-
son, can blur views. Good weather
and the grow-your-own trend have
supported the market, without
which things could be very different.
The challenges facing the industry
include rising costs, changing cus-
tomers, changing consumers, the
environment and people.”

He said that growers should look
to the weak pound, an ageing and
mare environmentally aware popu-
lation and the demand for local pro-
duce as opportunities to counter-
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demonstrate your locality will be
important.”

On the opportunities of a weak
pound, he said: “Growers must
establish strong relationships with
retailers during the strong-euro
period so they will be less likely to
change when the exchange rate
changes.”

He added that the environment
could present opportunities: “Con-
cern on environmental issues has
never been higher. They might have
disappeared from headlines
because of the recession, but as
things get better they will still be
right up there. The industry has a
responsibility to help consumers
succeed at growing their own.”

P U U s M e R

nesses. We are bringing in a logis-
tics expert to look at the national
picture of plant delivery.”

He predicted that the internet
would have a significant role in
changing consumer habits: “Young
consumers will be attracted to
garden centres for advice and infor-
mation. The difference in spending
between possessions and experi-
ences will get bigger. People want
to enjoy life more and buy more
experiences.

“Social networking will be impor-
tant as it affects people’s buying
decisions. Nobody has successfully
tackled this issue for plants.”
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and fasterin our part of the world?

“I don't think the retailers are
going to do it. It is in our vested
interests to go out and explore
these new markets.”

/forumsto commentonthisstory | FitzGerald: sector needs new markets
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